August 26, 2011

MEMORANDUM

TO:
Honorable Tom Del Becarro, Chair, California Republican Party


Honorable Connie Conway, Assembly Republican Leader


Honorable Bob Dutton, Senate Republican Leader

Honorable Michelle Steele, California Board of Equalization

Honorable George Runner, California Board of Equalization

Republican Members of the California Congressional Delegation


Republican Members of the California State Assembly


Republican Members of the California State Senate

RE:
Draft California Republican Party Platform

The undersigned conservative and pro-family leaders and organizations are writing to express our strong opposition to the draft party platform recommended by the Platform Committee Drafting Committee. This platform represents a total abandonment of historic conservative principles that have been the core of the Republican philosophy. If adopted, it will represent an unforgiveable betrayal of the conservative movement and spell the beginning of the end of the California Republican Party.
The draft platform, apparently engineered by wealthy, liberal so-called Republicans, ends the CRPs longstanding support for traditional marriage, abandons the pro life movement, and significantly weakens the Party’s position on illegal immigration – among other failings.
Let us be as clear as we can about what is at stake:  Under this proposed platform, there is no reason to continue to support the California Republican Party, and we will not do so. In fact, we will turn our attention to forming a true, conservative political party in California to represent the views of the majority of Californians who support life, marriage, border control and economic freedom. If this draft platform is adopted, it will be the end of the line for the California Republican Party.
The California Republican Party brand has suffered extreme damage over the past decade. Some believe it may be beyond repair. This is because the Party has allowed itself to be pulled to the left by pseudo “Republicans” like Arnold Schwarzenegger, and because of the failure of Republicans in Congress to control federal spending when they had a majority in both houses of the US Congress under President Bush. The results have been catastrophic. GOP registration is at its lowest point in decades, Republicans 
lost legislative seats in the 2010 elections (despite a nationwide GOP tidal wave) and no Republican currently holds a single statewide office.

Now is the time for the California Republican Party to rally conservatives behind a cohesive party-building strategy, yet the proposed platform kicks the interests of socially conservative people to the curb. It is based on the false notion that issues such as life, marriage and immigration are “divisive” and should be abandoned. Yet polling, and actual election results, demonstrate that a majority of Californians are pro life, support traditional marriage and believe that our borders should be protected from the flood of illegal immigration.
There are not separate groups of “social conservatives” and “economic conservatives” – we are all conservatives. Some conservatives care more about social issues, some care more about fiscal issues, and some care more about national security and defense issues. Still, we stand together as a conservative movement in pursuit of a vision for a pro-family, freedom loving, secure and economically prosperous state and nation.

We call on you to pledge to take concrete steps to repudiate and reject the draft platform that has been proposed, and substitute a traditionally conservative Republican platform. Specifically, we ask for your commitment to take all of the following actions:

· Personally attend the Platform Committee meeting to oppose the draft platform developed by the Drafting Committee and instead support a traditional platform being advanced by Jon Fleischman, Mike Spence and other conservative leaders that reaffirms Republicans’ long-held support for life, marriage and immigration reform.

· Personally attend the September GOP convention in Los Angeles and support, along with all delegates under your control or influence, a platform that reaffirms Republican commitment to life, marriage and immigration reform.
· Issue a public statement repudiating the draft platform.

The California Republican Party is at a historic crossroads. The Party can decide to embark upon a comprehensive rebuilding effort to restore itself to relevancy based on conservative principles, or it can adopt this draft platform and plunge itself into irrelevancy. We urge you to exercise your influence as a respected Republican leader to restore important conservative principles to the Party platform, and rededicate the Party to a conservative renewal and resurgence.
Respectfully submitted,

***Titles are for identification only; no organization endorsement implied***
Celeste Greig

President

California Republican Assembly

Mike Spence

Conservative Republicans
 of California

Phyllis Nemeth

CA State Director

Concerned Women for America

Maggie Gallagher

Chairman of the Board
National Organization for Marriage

Mary Moran

President

Catholic Radio of San Diego

Charles Limandri

West Coast Regional Director

Thomas More Law Center

Anne Wigdahl Subia

Southern California Coordinator

National Day of Prayer Task Force
Walter B. Hoye II

Founder

Frederick Douglass Foundation of California

Dran Reese

Director

The Salt & Light Council

Frank Kacer

Executive Director

Christian Citizenship Council of San Diego

Lynette Williams

Women Volunteers in Politics (VIPs)
Brian Brown

President

National Organization for Marriage

Jim Garlow

Chairman

Renewing American Leadership

John C. Eastman

Center for Constitutional Jurisprudence

James V. Lacy

Chairman, Western CPAC

CRP Central Committee Member

Dean R. Broyles, Esq.

President & Chief Counsel

The Western Center for Law & Policy

Steve Baldwin

Former Assemblyman

77th District

Chris Clark

Vice President

Pastors’ Raid Response Team

Jennifer Roback Morse, PhD

Founder & President

The Ruth Institute

Harold Coleman, Jr.,Esq.

The Judicial Project

Dean Reese

CEO

Ready America

Penny Harrington

Formerly with Concerned Women for America of California

Diane Chapman

Flexsystems

Dudley C. Rutherford

Sr. Pastor of Shepherd of the Hills Church (Porter Ranch, CA)

President of 2011 North American Christian Convention

Kathy Marler

Rev. Jesse Lee Peterson
Founder and President

BOND Action
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Jim Franklin

Senior Pastor Cornerstone Church (Fresno) 
Host of weekly syndicated radio show "Jim Franklin Live"
Managing partner-Compass Broadcasting - KGED 1680AM

